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MOOCS and the future of education

The first set of large-scale experiments with massively online open courses (MOOCs) is
 being evaluated by the academic community. These experiments have ranged from a
 plethora of single offerings at individual institutions to several well-publicized
 consortia, such as those founded by MIT and Harvard (edX), Stanford (Coursera), and
 the European Union (OpenupEd). Udacity is another popular third-party platform
 with an international reach, to nearly 200 countries. This mode of free, or nearly free
 coursework has also been promoted by a number of civic-minded philanthropists
 such as Michael Saylor, Laurene Powell Jobs, and Bill and Melinda Gates.

At first consideration it seems like
 a wonderful opportunity to be
 able to take MIT's first-year
 electrical engineering course or a
 Stanford course on political
 science at your leisure at no cost,
 except for the internet connection
 and receiving screen.

I had the pleasure of attending a
 strategy and management forum
 on the future of engineering education, sponsored by ASME and the NSF. The second
 plenary session was devoted entirely to the topic of MOOCs, and the speakers shared
 some findings from an evaluation of the first wave of MOOC experiments, and the
 potential impact on higher education.

» Read more

And the Survey Says...

In early 2009, AIP's Statistical Research Center (SRC) staff
 began a conversation with Karl Mamola, then the editor
 of The Physics Teacher (TPT), seeking a venue through
 which to share SRC survey results with interested parties.

https://www.edx.org/
https://www.coursera.org/
http://www.openuped.eu/
https://www.udacity.com/
https://www.asme.org/events/meed/programs-and-presentations
https://www.asme.org/events/meed/programs-and-presentations
https://www.asme.org/
http://www.aip.org/commentary/moocs-and-future-education
http://www.aip.org/commentary/moocs-and-future-education


 Starting with the September 2009 TPT issue, the SRC
 began highlighting results from its Quadrennial
 Nationwide Survey of High School Physics Teachers.

» Read more

Lester recognized for achievements in chemistry

The American Chemical Society (ACS) presented Marsha I.
 Lester, editor-in-chief of The Journal of Chemical Physics,
 with the Francis P. Garvan—John M. Olin Medal at an
 awards ceremony on March 14, during the ACS National
 Meeting.

» Read more

Physics Today, April 2014 issue

Cover: The Dark Energy Survey will conduct a five-year census of
 galaxies and stars over a full eighth of the night sky in an effort to
 understand what is driving the accelerating expansion of the cosmos.
 The survey will be carried out by the 570-megapixel Dark Energy
 Camera, photographed here in its black housing on the Victor M.
 Blanco Telescope in Chile.

April 5 - 8

APS April Meeting (Savannah, GA)

http://scitation.aip.org/content/aip/magazine/physicstoday/issues;jsessionid=3chfqadpfnphi.x-aip-live-01
http://www.aip.org/news/2014/and-survey-says
http://www.aip.org/news/2014/and-survey-says
http://aip.org/publishing/news/lester-recognized-achievements-chemistry
http://aip.org/publishing/news/lester-recognized-achievements-chemistry
http://scitation.aip.org/content/aip/magazine/physicstoday/issues;jsessionid=3chfqadpfnphi.x-aip-live-01


April 8

Learning Together session (SSP Webinar #2). Beyond counting downloads: New methods for
 capturing and using online publication traffic (Melville)

April 9

April birthday socials (College Park and Melville)

April 10

Brown bag lunch: PhD Physicists in the Private Sector. Preliminary findings from a survey
 conducted by the Statistical Research Center (College Park)

April 22

Learning Together session: Taxonomies and search! (Melville)

ACP Art Reception (College Park)

April 25

Computing in Science and Engineering Editorial Board meeting (College Park)

April 26-27

USA Science and Engineering Festival (Washington, DC)


